
MEMO TO INTERESTED PARTIES 
 
From:  Ian Sams, Special Assistant to the President and WH Oversight Spokesperson 
Date:   Tuesday, February 7, 2023  
Re:   Why Do House Republicans Want to Make Things Worse at the Border?  
 
 
 
On Tuesday, February 7, House Republicans on the Oversight Committee will hold a hearing 
about the border and immigration issues.  
 
It is clear that House Republicans are more interested in staging political stunts than on rolling 
up their sleeves to work with President Biden and Democrats in Congress on legislation to 
strengthen border security and fix our immigration system that has needed repair for decades.   
 
But beyond their refusal to work constructively to pursue concrete solutions, they and their 
allies in the states are actually pushing an agenda that would make things worse at the border. 
 
When President Biden took office two years ago, he inherited an immigration system that the 
prior administration had gutted. The prior administration wasted critical resources on an 
ineffective border wall and encouraged irregular migration by cutting off lawful pathways and 
abandoning efforts to improve conditions in the region that drive migration. Increased 
migration in the hemisphere, which began in 2018, has continued to rise as a result of ongoing 
political upheaval, economic crises, and criminal violence that went unaddressed by the prior 
administration. 
 
On top of a comprehensive immigration reform bill that he introduced on Day One of his 
Administration – which Congressional Republicans have blocked – President Biden has taken 
action on a plan to address these issues – and it is working. 
 
But House Republicans need to look in the mirror and answer three basic questions: 
 
(1) WHY DID HOUSE REPUBLICANS OPPOSE THE RECORD FUNDING TO 

SUPPORT BORDER SECURITY THAT PRESIDENT BIDEN SECURED? 
 
The Biden Administration secured record levels of funding for border security and management. 
 

• That funding is allowing U.S. law enforcement to catch record levels of fentanyl before it 
crosses our borders. 

 

• That record funding supports 23,000 agents to secure the border and take thousands of 
smugglers off the streets. 

 
House Republicans opposed that record funding. 
 

• Republicans voted against border security funding in the FY22 and FY23 funding 
packages and a nearly $4.9 billion supplemental request for the border in December 
2022.   

 
And in December 2022, House Oversight Committee Chair James Comer suggested something 
even more extreme. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/20/fact-sheet-president-biden-sends-immigration-bill-to-congress-as-part-of-his-commitment-to-modernize-our-immigration-system/
https://www.yahoo.com/now/white-house-fires-back-gop-150038219.html


 

• Daily Beast: “Key GOP Rep [Comer] Wants to ‘Cut Off All Funding’ for Border Security” 
 
(2) WHY WON’T HOUSE REPUBLICANS STAND UP TO REPUBLICAN STATE 

ATTORNEYS GENERAL WHO ARE TRYING TO CREATE MORE UNLAWFUL 
BORDER CROSSINGS BY ENDING PRESIDENT BIDEN’S NEW MEASURES 
FOR BORDER ENFORCEMENT AND SAFE, ORDERLY MIGRATION? 

 
The Biden Administration recently announced new border enforcement measures to limit illegal 
immigration, expand pathways for legal immigration, and increase border security. Since then, 
the number of people attempting to entering our country unlawfully from the targeted countries 
has plummeted. 
 

• January 2023 saw one of the lowest levels of monthly border encounters since February 
2021. Since that announcement, the number of people from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and 
Venezuela crossing unlawfully has declined by 97%. 

 

• These measures build on prior actions by the Administration, including setting up a 
dedicated immigration court docket and implementing a new rule to prioritize the 
orderly and fair processing of asylum claims of certain recent arrivals, while ensuring 
those not seeking protection or who don’t qualify are promptly returned to their country 
of origin. 

 
The progress being made here is also because the Biden Administration is expanding legal 
pathways for safe, orderly migration, instead of unlawful entry at the border.   
 

• The Administration has expanded the parole process so that up to 30,000 individuals 
per month from Venezuela, Nicaragua, Haiti, and Cuba who have an eligible sponsor and 
pass vetting and background checks can come to the United States for two years and 
receive work authorization. Individuals who unlawfully cross the border will be ineligible 
for the parole process and will be subject to expulsion to Mexico. 

 

• The Administration has also launched an online appointment portal to reduce wait times 
and ensure fair, orderly processing at U.S. ports of entry. 

 
Republican officials are trying to end these measures that strengthen border enforcement. If 
they get their way, it would lead to more unlawful border crossings. 
 

• 20 states filed a federal lawsuit to block the Biden Administration’s successful expansion 
of the parole program.  If their lawsuit succeeds, it will trade a lawful pathway that is 
working for increased unlawful crossings and strain on border communities. 

 
(3) WHY ARE HOUSE REPUBLICANS AND GOP OFFICIALS ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY ATTACKING LAW ENFORCEMENT AT THE BORDER AND 
PUSHING AN AGENDA THAT WOULD MAKE BORDER SECURITY WORSE? 

 
In order to pursue partisan political attacks against the President, House Republicans are diving 
head first into hypocritical, misleading, and downright false claims that – at their core – attack 
law enforcement at the border. 
 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/gop-rep-james-comer-wants-to-cut-off-all-funding-for-border-security
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/01/05/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-new-border-enforcement-actions/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/27/fact-sheet-the-biden-administration-blueprint-for-a-fair-orderly-and-humane-immigration-system/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2022/05/26/fact-sheet-implementation-credible-fear-and-asylum-processing-interim-final-rule
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/immigration-migrant-sponsorship-lawsuit-republican-states/


Just look at their absurd attacks on law enforcement at the border when it comes to seizing 
illegal fentanyl: 
 

• NBC News: Congressional Republicans “pointed to drug seizures as proof that Trump 
and his policies were helping ‘protect our nation’” but now say similar seizures are 
“evidence of ‘Biden’s open border,’ which obviously isn’t open since officials keep seizing 
illicit drugs.” 

 

• FactCheck.org: “If stopping large amounts of fentanyl from being distributed to 
Americans is indicative of a ‘crisis’ at the southwest border, as [Congressional 
Republican] tweets imply, it’s a problem that Biden largely inherited from his 
predecessor. Border officials seized nearly as much fentanyl in the last nine full months 
of Trump’s presidency as had been seized during the first nine full months of Biden’s.” 

 
-- 
 
Instead of working with President Biden and Democrats in Congress on legislation to actually 
address border issues and fix the immigration system, House Republicans are staging political 
stunts.  
 
President Biden continues to focus on addressing the issues that impact Americans’ lives, 
including strengthening border security, enacting a safer and more orderly migration system, 
and pushing to pass comprehensive immigration reform that finally, after decades, repairs our 
immigration system.  
 
House Republicans should join the President in pursuing real solutions, not political stunts – 
and they should answer for their opposition to funding for border security and their refusal to 
stand up to Republican officials trying to create more unlawful border crossings. 

https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/gop-rhetoric-border-seizures-takes-another-self-defeating-turn-rcna59832
https://www.factcheck.org/2021/12/analyzing-republican-attacks-on-biden-for-increase-in-fentanyl-seized/

