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Key Abortion Public Polling as of 8/22/22 

 

 

Executive Summary 

1. Polling since May 2022 has shown a surge in support for Democrats. Democrats are more trusted 

on abortion, and abortion messaging increases support for Democrats and diminishes support for 

Republicans.   

2. Majorities of Democrats and newly-identifying Democratic voters rank abortion as a key priority 

issue. The Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs has made Democrats, women, and young people 

more motivated to vote.  

3. Data for Progress polling found that Americans are most concerned about government 

interference of healthcare; privacy; and bodily autonomy. 

 

Issue Importance  

• Since May, there has been an 11-point swing in party preference for Democratic control of 

Congress – from R+4 to D+7. [Monmouth] 

 

• Majorities consider abortion very important to their vote.  

o Abortion is the second-most important issue for voters overall, behind inflation. [Fox 

8/6/22-8/9/22] 

o 62% of voters identify as pro-choice. [Navigator 7/28/22-8/1/22] 

o 54% of voters say Dobbs has made them more likely to consider a candidate’s position 

on abortion. [Kaiser Family Foundation 7/7/22-7/17/22] 

o 55% of voters (up from 46% in February), 77% of Democratic voters (up from 50%), and 

82% of Democratic women (up from 55%) say abortion is “very important” to their vote. 

[Kaiser Family Foundation 7/7/22-7/17/22] 

o 72% of likely voters say abortion rights is an important issue in deciding how to vote. 

54% of 18-29 year-olds and 56% of 30-39 year-olds say it is a very important issue in 

deciding how to vote. [Data for Progress 7/15/22-7/18/22] 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/democrats-get-another-poll-indicating-improving-midterm-landscape-rcna41349
https://www.foxnews.com/official-polls/fox-news-poll-record-55-disapprove-scotus
https://navigatorresearch.org/a-majority-of-americans-disapprove-of-the-courts-reversal-on-roe-and-fear-erasure-of-progress/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/poll-finding/kff-health-tracking-poll-july-2022/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/poll-finding/kff-health-tracking-poll-july-2022/
https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2022/8/4/young-voters-are-more-likely-to-prioritize-abortion-rights-in-upcoming-midterms
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o For the first time, abortion is among the top five issues for Latino voters. More than 70% 

believe abortion should remain legal, no matter their own personal beliefs on the 

issue. [Unidos 7/20/22 – 8/1/22] 
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• Voters are energized by the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs.  

o 64% of Democratic voters, 50% of women voters, and 61% of women ages 18-49 say 

they are more motivated to vote after the decision in Dobbs. [Kaiser Family Foundation 

7/7/22-7/17/22] 

o 76% of Democrats say the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe has made them 

more motivated to vote; 66% of Black voters, 69% of Hispanic voters, 55% of white 

voters, and 59% of AAPI voters say the same. [Navigator 7/28/22-8/1/22] 

o Of those who became certain Democratic voters in July, these Democratic “switchers” 

are more likely to cite abortion as their main issue (35%) than uncommitted voters (26%). 

Nearly three in five (58%) identify as female, and over two in five (44%) are people of 

color. [Ipsos 6/27/22-7/5/22] 

 

• Messaging on abortion continues to impact voters.  

o Voters are nine points more likely to think that Democrats would do a better job handling 

abortion than Republicans. [Fox 8/6/22-8/9/22] 

o Messaging on the consequences of overturning Roe v. Wade increases the share who say 

the Democratic Party is focused on the right things by eight points, and shifts perceptions 

of Republican priorities to net -13. [Navigator 7/28/22-8/1/22] 

 

Messaging 

Data for Progress polling [7/22/22-7/23/22] found that Americans are most concerned about government 

interference of healthcare; privacy; and bodily autonomy. Healthcare and government interference: 

Americans polled agree that abortion should be considered basic healthcare, as agreeing with the 

statement: “Abortion is a basic healthcare right. Every person should have the right to make their own 

decisions about their body and their healthcare, without interference from the government.” 

 
1 Why Abortion May Be A Winning Issue For Democrats | FiveThirtyEight 

https://www.unidosus.org/press-releases/unidosus-mi-familia-vota-release-national-poll-on-hispanic-voters/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/poll-finding/kff-health-tracking-poll-july-2022/
https://navigatorresearch.org/a-majority-of-americans-disapprove-of-the-courts-reversal-on-roe-and-fear-erasure-of-progress/
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/fivethirtyeight-ipsos-2022-midterm-tracking
https://www.foxnews.com/official-polls/fox-news-poll-record-55-disapprove-scotus
https://navigatorresearch.org/a-majority-of-americans-disapprove-of-the-courts-reversal-on-roe-and-fear-erasure-of-progress/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-abortion-is-becoming-a-winning-issue-for-democrats/
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o 80% say the decision to get an abortion should be left to women and their doctors, 

including 93% of Democrats, 82% of independents, and 64% of Republicans. [Navigator 

7/28/22-8/1/22] 

 

• Privacy: Americans polled agree with statements about abortion being a private decision between 

individuals and their doctors, such as: “All pregnant Americans should be able to control their 

own private medical decisions, alongside their doctor, without undue interference from the 

federal government.” 

 

• Bodily autonomy: Those polled agreed with statements demonstrating abortion is a bodily 

autonomy issue and a fundamental right, such as: “Regardless of circumstance, every American 

deserves bodily autonomy, which is protected when everyone has the right to make their own 

choices about pregnancy.” 

Data for Progress polling shows that respondents are less concerned with economic impact; 

statements like “our country is in the middle of a historic labor shortage, and we need to make sure all 

American women can fully participate in the economy” resonate less.  

 

### 

https://navigatorresearch.org/a-majority-of-americans-disapprove-of-the-courts-reversal-on-roe-and-fear-erasure-of-progress/

